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The Plan 
This resource management plan (RMP) is a comprehensive blueprint designed to 
guide the use and protection of 1.8 million acres of public land and 1.9 million 
acres of subsurface federal mineral ownership managed by the Vernal Field Office 
in Daggett, Duchesne, and Uintah Counties. It combines two older land-use plans 
(Diamond Mountain and Book Cliffs RMPs) into the single, unified Vernal Field 
Office RMP.  
 
Why Should I Care?  
The Vernal RMP, when finalized, will become the foundation for all public land 
decisions made over the next 10 to 15 years in places such as the Book Cliffs, 
Brown’s Park, the Red Wash Natural Gas Field as well as on BLM lands along the 
White and Green Rivers. Pressing issues about OHV use, the exploration and 
development of natural gas and recommendations for wild 
and scenic rivers and other types of special designations 
are among the many challenges and opportunities 
addressed in this plan. 
 
ABCs of the Vernal RMP 
 
Agency, government and sovereign nation partners are 
formal cooperating agencies assisting in the development 
of this RMP. Duchesne, Daggett and Uintah Counties; the 
State of Utah; the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; and the 
Ute Tribe in cooperation with the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
have helped to focus issues and develop alternatives 
designed to resolve resource concerns. 
 
BLM and cooperators have developed four alternatives 
that balance conservation and development opportunities 
to varying degrees (Alternatives A,B,C and D the “no 
action” alternative). Following public comment and 
further analysis a final alternative will be crafted using 
any combination of prescriptions taken from any one of 
the alternatives.   
 
Connect to the planning process. The draft RMP will be 
available for 90 days of public comment through April 14. 
Five public meetings will be held across the region 
(Vernal 2/08; Duchesne 2/09; Manila 2/10; Grand 
Junction 2/22 and Salt Lake 2/24). Read the plan on-line 
at www.vernalrmp.com or request a copy of the 
document on disk. The web site will be updated with more information throughout 
the public comment period. More information is also available by writing or calling 
the Vernal Field Office, 170 South 500 East, Vernal Utah 84078; (435) 781-4400. 
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Resources within the Vernal Planning Area (VPA) include mineral resources, wildlife, 
fisheries, botanical (including listed and non-listed sensitive species), rangeland, wild horse, 
wilderness, cultural resources, water resources wetlands, and riparian resources, visual resources 
and recreational resources. 
 
Land use and economic resources include oil and gas, phosphate, tar sands, gilsonite, livestock 
grazing, woodland products, building stone, and rights-of-way. Opportunities for hunting, 
sightseeing, hiking, viewing historical sites, camping fishing, and off-highway vehicle use 
provide public enjoyment, as well as additional revenues to businesses in and adjacent to the 
VPA. 
 
Unique features within the planning area include the White and Green Rivers; Browns Park, 
the Pariette Wetlands, Red Mountain, Nine Mile Canyon and the Book Cliffs. 


